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Message Date: January 12, 2025 
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Message Notes 
 
Our Vision Statement 
Trinity Fellowship Church is a healthy family pursuing God, growing stronger, and impacting the 
world. 
 
Daniel 1:1-7 NLT 
During the third year of King Jehoiakim’s reign in Judah, King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon came to 
Jerusalem and besieged it. The Lord gave him victory over King Jehoiakim of Judah and permitted 
him to take some of the sacred objects from the Temple of God. So Nebuchadnezzar took them back 
to the land of Babylonia and placed them in the treasure-house of his god. Then the king ordered 
Ashpenaz, his chief of staff, to bring to the palace some of the young men of Judah’s royal family and 
other noble families, who had been brought to Babylon as captives. “Select only strong, healthy, and 
good-looking young men,” he said. “Make sure they are well versed in every branch of learning, are 
gifted with knowledge and good judgment, and are suited to serve in the royal palace. Train these 
young men in the language and literature of Babylon.” The king assigned them a daily ration of food 
and wine from his own kitchens. They were to be trained for three years, and then they would enter 
the royal service. Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah were four of the young men chosen, all 
from the tribe of Judah. The chief of staff renamed them with these Babylonian names: Daniel was 
called Belteshazzar. Hananiah was called Shadrach. Mishael was called Meshach. Azariah was 
called Abednego. 
As we set course to advance the Kingdom, the first thing the enemy does is to challenge our 
true identity! 
 
Matthew 3:16-4:3 NLT 
After his baptism, as Jesus came up out of the water, the heavens were opened and he saw the Spirit 
of God descending like a dove and settling on him. And a voice from heaven said, “This is my dearly 
loved Son, who brings me great joy.” Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be 
tempted there by the devil. For forty days and forty nights, he fasted and became very hungry. During 
that time, the devil came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become 
loaves of bread.” 
 
1. To lead in a hostile culture, we must be convicted of our true identity! 
 
Conviction 
A firmly held belief that is deeply internalized and motivates consistent action. It usually implies a 
readiness to act on or stand by the belief even in the face of personal cost. Convictions shape 
character and direct behavior in alignment with a person’s faith and principles. 
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Belief 
An acceptance that something is true or exists. It may be intellectual consent or agreement with a 
principle or idea without requiring deep personal sacrifice or consistent application. 
 
Belief is the standard for our salvation.  
 
John 3:16 NLT 
“For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in 
him will not perish but have eternal life.” 
 
Conviction is the standard for our victory. 
 
Revelation 12:10-11 NLT 
“Then I heard a loud voice shouting across the heavens, “It has come at last—salvation and power 
and the Kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Christ. For the accuser of our brothers and 
sisters has been thrown down to earth—the one who accuses them before our God day and night. 
And they have defeated him by the blood of the Lamb and by their testimony. And they did not love 
their lives so much that they were afraid to die.” 
 
2. To overcome the enemy in this hour, we must be intentional about transforming our core beliefs 
into deep convictions.  
 
Daniel 1:8 NLT 
“But Daniel was determined not to defile himself by eating the food and wine given to them by the 
king. He asked the chief of staff for permission not to eat these unacceptable foods.” 
 
Daniel 1:9-15 NLT 
“Now God had given the chief of staff both respect and affection for Daniel. But he responded, “I am 
afraid of my lord the king, who has ordered that you eat this food and wine. If you become pale and 
thin compared to the other youths your age, I am afraid the king will have me beheaded.” Daniel 
spoke with the attendant who had been appointed by the chief of staff to look after Daniel, Hananiah, 
Mishael, and Azariah. ‘Please test us for ten days on a diet of vegetables and water,’ Daniel said. ‘At 
the end of the ten days, see how we look compared to the other young men who are eating the king’s 
food. Then make your decision in light of what you see.’ The attendant agreed to Daniel’s suggestion 
and tested them for ten days. At the end of the ten days, Daniel and his three friends looked healthier 
and better nourished than the young men who had been eating the food assigned by the king.” 
 
3. It’s not about proving that we are right; it’s about standing firm in the conviction of God’s truth and 
advancing boldly against the gates of Hell! 


